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Anemia of patients with malignancy might have various reasons. No matter if its background is the underlying tumorous disease or chemo- and/or radiotherapy, it can cause fatigue, malaise, it certainly decreases the patients' quality of life and, furthermore, shortens their survival. Chronic hypoxia caused by anemia promotes tumor progression by several mechanisms e.g. by enhancing angioneogenesis by the production of VEGF. At the same time it decreases the efficacy of chemo- and radiotherapy. Therefore, prevention and/or correction of chemo/radiotherapy-induced anemia is a major goal of modern oncotherapy.